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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement{s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mall Date 0904.1 004. 1 2. / 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademaric Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070326 



Application/Control Number: 10/506,712 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1723 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 40-49 and 51-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Den Dekker patent 5,674,381 . Disclosed for claims 30,31 and 47-49 are 
host apparatus (equipment or fluid circuit 1 ), water treatment component In filter 2, and 
electronic circuit (electronic label 5). The following are disclosed for dependent claims: 
two-way communication via magnetic, optical means (dm 31,32), physical mounting/co- 
joining/physical contact (column 2, line 10 for elms 33,51,52), memory (column 2, line 
28 for dm 35), read capability (column 2, line 27 for dm 36), central controller/processor 
with signal transmission and data tag/data base (control unit 7, and see column 2, line 
33 for "chip card" or column 2, lines 35-36 and column 3, lines 1-3 for data handling for 
signaling for elms 37-42 and 53), identifying of incon-ect fitment (column 1 , line 52 for 
dm 43), identifying or incorrect operation (column 1 , line 53 for dm 44), accessing and 
display of information (column 1, lines 47-49 and column 2, line 51/control panel 8 for 
dm 45), communicating of product information at column 2, lines 58-60 for claim 46, 
data encryption (see column 2, lines 30-32 for "smart card" for claim 54. For claim 55, 
the filter is a consumable item since column 3, line 5 teaches its disposal and for claim 
56 the fitter is replaceable at column 1, lines 16-18 so constitutes a "cartridge". 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejedions set forth In this Office adion: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v, John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Den 
Dekker patent 5,674,381 in view of Moscaritolo patent 6,471 ,853. Claim 50 differs in 
requiring the component being adapted to sanitizing and/or cleaning of the host 
apparatus. However, Moscaritolo teaches data transmission from a miniaturized 
component on a filter having ID features and sensors that initiates filter cleaning 
(column 1, lines 12-18, column 3, lines 39-52 and column 6, lines 46-49). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have adapted the system of Den 
Dekker to sanitize/cleaning as taught by Moscaritolo, so as to extend the useful life of 
the installed filter and delay need for filter replacement. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Wilberscheid et al patent 6,537,444 is of interest for another filter 
cartridge having an electronic label having data chip and sensor mounted on filter 
housing or end plate. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph Drodge at telephone number 
571-272-1 140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Steve Griffin, can reached at 571-272-1 189. The fax 
phone number for the examining group where this application is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either private PAIR or Public 
PAIR, and through Private PAIR only for unpublished applications. For more 
infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should you 
have any questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 
JWD 

March 26. 2007 




